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Story By Morgan Bak

While most of the upperclassmen are 
focusing on graduating from high 
school and applying to college, there 

are a few students that have a third goal: to 
make a difference. One of these 
students, senior Brandon Bak, 
has been working to utilize his 
scientifi c mind for the benefi t of 
mankind. 
 Brandon fi rst became in-
volved in his project during his 
junior year when his AP Biology 
teacher, Mr. Hunt, made him an 
offer he couldn’t refuse, a solar 
project. “I had always wanted to 
do some type of project outside 
of what Villa Park had to offer 
me, and after Mr. Hunt gave 
me the opportunity, I was so 
excited, I just went ahead and 
did it.” 
 Before beginning his project, 
“[he] didn’t know much about 
solar [power], but [he] was defi -
nitely interested in the potential 
of turning the sun’s energy into 
electricity.” Not only has his 
knowledge increased through 
research and experimentation, 
but he has also developed opinions about how to 
deal with the world’s energy problems. “We see 
it in our daily lives. Everyone is going green. 
We need to recognize that whether or not people 
agree or disagree with global warming, they 
must acknowledge the damage we’ve done to our 
environment. Going Green is obviously becoming 
more and more important in our society, and we 
need to take action to save our environment.”
 Brandon wasn’t exactly sure where to begin, 
but he began by delving into research. “First of 
all, I had to get a basic background of what solar 
[power] was, how it worked, [and] the science 
of [capturing the sun’s energy]. Then I had to 
research the actual product (effi ciency and dura-
bility). After I purchased the product, I needed 
a company to install it. This was very hard for 
me because most of the companies out there are 
looking to make money, so fi nding the help to 
install a small project doesn’t make economical 
sense to them. After being rejected by more than 
twenty companies, I fi nally found Advanced Solar 
Electric. I was introduced to them through my 
dad, which made me realize how important con-
nections are in the business world.”

 Next, was the overall assembling of the solar 
unit, a complicated, yet rewarding process once 
completed. “During the installation, [Advanced 
Solar Electric] walked me through the entire 
process, and even allowed me to help with the 
panel’s installation. Now that it’s installed, I’m 

investigating the possibility of integrating solar 
technology into the science curriculum. Right 
now, I am getting a monitoring system for the 
panels.” 

 From inspiring him to begin, to advising him 
in his efforts, Mr. Hunt has been more than just 
a teacher to Brandon. “Mr. Hunt has been my 
mentor through all of this. Although I have done 
most of the work myself, he has been very sup-
portive and helped me a lot.”

 With high 
hopes for the 
future, Brandon 
Bak truly hopes 
to make a dif-
ference with his 
solar project. “I 
am currently dis-
cussing the possi-
bility of installing 
a solar panel on 
Villa Park High 
School’s campus 
with the district. 
I know it will 
save our school 
money. Even the 
small system that 
I installed on the 
T building has 
saved our school 
money.” Once he 
enters college, 
“[he] hasn’t decid-
ed if [he] wants to 

study solar specifi cally, but [he] defi nitely wants 
to do something in the science, and something 
that just might change the world.” VP
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Questions for our Counselors 

Q: Is it true that you need two years of Foreign Language to graduate?

A: No. For HS graduation, you need either one year of a Fine Art OR a year of Foreign 

Language. You do not need both. 

Q: How do I sign up for the SAT, ACT, and PSAT?

To sign up for the SAT: www.collegeboard.com

To sign up for the ACT: www.actstudent.org

Q: When can I pick up my PSAT results?

A: PSAT results are distributed at PSAT night in December, just before winter break. 

You may pick your results up in counseling any time after that, if you cannot attend. 


